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The Third Sunday after the Epiphany 
Annual Meeting 

January 25, 2026
10:00 am 
The Third Sunday after the Epiphany 

Annual Meeting

January 25, 2026 
10:00 am 
Prelude: Prelude on Ratisbon





   Richard White
Processional Hymn: 7 Christ, whose glory fills the skies


  Ratisbon
See page 16
The Word of God

Opening Acclamation and Welcome


          

Celebrant:
Blessed be the one, holy, and living God.
People:

And blessed be God’s Kingdom, now and forever. Amen.
Collect for Purity (said by all)  





    


Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Gloria: Deutsche Messe (“German Mass”) 



Franz Schubert
See following page.

Collect of the Day

Celebrant: 
The Lord be with you.

People:

And also with you.

Celebrant:
Let us pray.

Give us grace, O Lord, to answer readily the call of our Savior Jesus Christ and proclaim to all people the Good News of his salvation, that we and the whole world may perceive the glory of his marvelous works; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
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CONGREGATIONAL

MEETING





Collect for St. Paul’s (Said by all.)
Ever-loving and nurturing God, who has called everyone into community: Grant that St. Paul’s may continue to be a place of welcome, comfort, challenge, and strength; give us courage and compassion as we grow; and keep us always in relationship with you and with one another. All this we ask through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The First Reading: Isaish 9:1-4
There will be no gloom for those who were in anguish. In the former time he brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he will make glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations.

The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;

those who lived in a land of deep darkness--
on them light has shined.

You have multiplied the nation,
you have increased its joy;

they rejoice before you
as with joy at the harvest,
as people exult when dividing plunder.

For the yoke of their burden,
and the bar across their shoulders,
the rod of their oppressor,
you have broken as on the day of Midian.

Reader:
The Word of the Lord.
People:
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 27:1,5-13
	1 The Lord is my light and my salvation;
whom then shall I fear? *
the Lord is the strength of my life;
of whom then shall I be afraid?

5 One thing have I asked of the Lord;
one thing I seek; *
that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life;

6 To behold the fair beauty of the Lord *
and to seek him in his temple.

7 For in the day of trouble he shall keep me safe in his shelter; *
he shall hide me in the secrecy of his dwelling
and set me high upon a rock.

8 Even now he lifts up my head *
above my enemies round about me.
	9 Therefore I will offer in his dwelling an oblation
with sounds of great gladness; *
I will sing and make music to the Lord.

10 Hearken to my voice, O Lord, when I call; *
have mercy on me and answer me.

11 You speak in my heart and say, "Seek my face." *
Your face, Lord, will I seek.

12 Hide not your face from me, *
nor turn away your servant in displeasure.

13 You have been my helper;
cast me not away; *
do not forsake me, O God of my salvation.


The Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:10-18
Now I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you be in agreement and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be united in the same mind and the same purpose. For it has been reported to me by Chloe’s people that there are quarrels among you, my brothers and sisters. What I mean is that each of you says, “I belong to Paul,” or “I belong to Apollos,” or “I belong to Cephas,” or “I belong to Christ.” Has Christ been divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul? I thank God that I baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius, so that no one can say that you were baptized in my name. (I did baptize also the household of Stephanas; beyond that, I do not know whether I baptized anyone else.) For Christ did not send me to baptize but to proclaim the gospel, and not with eloquent wisdom, so that the cross of Christ might not be emptied of its power.

For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.


Reader: 
The Word of the Lord.



People:

Thanks be to God.

Sequence Hymn: 126 The people who in darkness walked


    Dundee
See page 17. Please stand in body or spirit.
The Holy Gospel: Matthew 4:12-23
Priest:
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Matthew.
People

Glory to you, O Christ.
When Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to Galilee. He left Nazareth and made his home in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, so that what had been spoken through the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled:

“Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali,
on the road by the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles—

the people who sat in darkness
have seen a great light,

and for those who sat in the region and shadow of death
light has dawned.”

From that time Jesus began to proclaim, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.”

As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea—for they were fishermen. And he said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you fish for people.” Immediately they left their nets and followed him. As he went from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John, in the boat with their father Zebedee, mending their nets, and he called them. Immediately they left the boat and their father, and followed him.

Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and curing every disease and every sickness among the people.


Priest:

The Gospel of The Lord.

People

Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon (Please be seated.)                          

         The Rev. Jeanne Leinbach
Nicene Creed (Please stand in body or spirit.)

	   On the third day he rose again

         in accordance with the Scriptures;

he ascended into heaven and is seated at the 

   right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,

    who proceeds from the Father and the Son.

    With the Father and the Son he is 

    worshiped and glorified.

    He has spoken through the Prophets.

    We believe in one holy catholic and 

    apostolic Church.

    We acknowledge one baptism for the 

    forgiveness of sins.

    We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.
	


Prayers of the People
from Revised Common Lectionary by George F. Woodward III, adapted
(Please sit, kneel, or stand as is your preference.)
The Celebrant and People pray responsively

As we continue into this New Year, give our parish grace, O God, to answer readily the call of our Savior Jesus Christ, to proclaim the good news of salvation, and to perceive with all the world your marvelous works:

The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear?

Restrain our tendency to quarrel and divide, and our human penchant for partisanship, and teach us instead to grow wise in the tools of reconciliation, that the cross of Christ may not be emptied of its power:

The Lord is the strength of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?

We offer thanks for those who tend this parish, lay and ordained, with grace and sacrifice. Give them a sense of accomplishment in their duties, and guide them in their ongoing Christian vocation: 

One thing I seek; that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life.

You have made all of us who sit in darkness to see a great light, so help us, like Simon Peter and Andrew, his brother, to hear your call and follow; that we also might fish for people:

Therefore I will offer an oblation with sounds of great gladness.

Stir the citizens of this land to strive for justice, mercy, and peace for all the peoples of the earth, and for sound governance in our domestic affairs:

For in the day of trouble God will keep me safe and offer shelter.

We intercede for our sick, remembering especially those for whom our prayers are now offered (pause), and for all who have died (pause), seeking help in time of need:

I shall be preserved in God’s dwelling and set high upon a rock.

We pray for the poor and those in need, remembering especially those in our community, our state, and nation. Help them to know your sustaining presence:

Hearken to my voice, O Lord, when I call; have mercy on me and answer me.

We give thanks for the work of stewardship in the year past and the year ahead, and for the many who respond with grace and generosity to Christ’s work in and through this parish church, and through the Churches of the Boston Harbor Deanery: St. Stephen’s Church, Boston and Trinity Church, Boston, as well as the Anglican Church of Chile. Make up all that we may lack, and shape in us the way ahead:

You speak to my heart and say, ‘Seek my face.’ Your face Lord, will I seek.

Grant us the Spirit of prophetic action, the will to unity, the strength of commitment, and the gifts of mercy and compassion as we serve in Christ’s Name. Call to our hearts, deepen our faith, go before us, and come behind us; that we might offer sound witness in our day:

Amen and Amen.

Our Gracious and Ever-loving God, who is aware of our needs before we ask, look graciously on St. Paul’s in our search for a new rector. Guide and support our search committee and this congregation in the task with which we have been entrusted. Grant that our hearts and minds continually remain open to you and each other. Give us strength as we search, wisdom to discern your will, and trust that you will provide. This we ask through Your Son, Jesus Christ Our Lord. Amen.
After a moment of quiet, in which your own prayers are welcome, the celebrant continues with a concluding Collect:
Almighty God, by your Holy Spirit, you have made us one with your saints in heaven and on earth: Grant that in our earthly pilgrimage we may always be supported by this fellowship of love and prayer, and know ourselves to be surrounded by their witness to your power and mercy. We ask this for the sake of Jesus Christ, in whom all our intercessions are acceptable through the Spirit, and who lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen.
The Confession and Absolution

The Celebrant says:
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Celebrant and people:
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.
The Celebrant concludes with the following prayer:
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in
eternal life. Amen.

The Peace (Please stand in body or spirit.)
Celebrant:   
The peace of Christ be always with you.

People:
       
And also with you
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Announcements and Offertory / Blessing of New Gospel Bearer 
Offerings may be placed in the plates as the ushers pass them or you may donate online at www.stpaulsbedford.org/giving/
Offertory Sentence
Offertory Anthem: Christ is made the sure foundation

    Vernon Hoyle
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Doxology (Please stand in body or spirit.)
The Great Thanksgiving

Enriching Our Worship, Prayer 3
Celebrant
The Lord be with you. 

People 

And also with you. 

Celebrant 
Lift up your hearts. 

People 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People 

It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Presider proceeds 

All thanks and praise are yours at all times and in all places, our true and loving God; through Jesus Christ, your eternal Word, the Wisdom from on high by whom you created all things. You laid the foundations of the world and enclosed the sea when it burst out from the womb; you brought forth all creatures of the earth and gave breath to humankind. Wondrous are you, Holy One of Blessing, all you create is a sign of hope for our journey; and so as the morning stars sing your praises we join the heavenly beings and all creation as we shout for joy:
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Sanctus: S130 








  Schubert
The Celebrant continues
Glory and honor are yours, Creator of all, your Word has never been silent; you call a people to yourself, as a light to the nations, you delivered them from bondage and led them to a land of promise. Of your grace, you gave Jesus to be human, to share our life, to proclaim the coming of your reign and give himself for us, a fragrant offering. Through Jesus Christ our Redeemer, you have freed us from sin, brought us into your life, reconciled us to you, and restored us to the glory you intend for us.
We thank you that on the night before he died for us Jesus took bread, and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, gave to his friends and said: “Take, eat, this is my 
Body, broken for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” After supper Jesus took the cup of wine, said the blessing, gave it to his friends and said: “Drink this, all of you: this cup is the New Covenant in my Blood, poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

And so remembering all that was done for us: the cross, the tomb, the resurrection and ascension, longing for Christ’s coming in glory, and presenting to you these gifts your earth has formed and human hands have made, we acclaim you, O Christ:
Said by all 

Dying, you destroyed our death.
Rising, you restored our life.
Christ Jesus, come in glory!
The Celebrant continues 

Send your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these gifts of bread and wine that they may be to us the Body and Blood of your Christ. Grant that we, burning with your Spirit’s power, may be a people of hope, justice, and love. Giver of Life, draw us together in the Body of Christ, and in the fullness of time gather us with all your people into the joy of our true eternal home.
Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, we worship you our God and Creator in voices of unending praise.
Blessed are you now and for ever. Amen.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
 hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread 
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Fraction Anthem: S164






  Schubert
Celebrant
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Holy things for holy people. 
This is God’s table; all are welcome.


Sharing Communion

All are welcome to receive Communion. Please wait for the usher to invite you forward for Communion to stand or kneel around the rail, as is your preference. It is our tradition to receive the bread in outstretched hands, and say “Amen” after the minister says “The Body of Christ, the Bread of Heaven.”  If desired, you may receive the wine from the cups and say “Amen” after the minister says “The Blood of Christ, the Cup of Salvation.” 

Gluten-free communion wafers are available, just let the clergy know when you come forward. Please let the ushers know if you would like the clergy to bring you Communion at your seat. If you prefer to receive a blessing, come forward and simply cross your arms across your chest.

Communion Hymn: 606 Where true charity and love dwell

           Ubi caritas
See page 18.

The Post Communion Prayer (Please stand in body or spirit.)
Celebrant and People
Eternal God, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Savior. Amen.
Final Blessing

The Wisdom of God, the Love of God, and the Grace of God strengthen you to be Christ’s hands and heart in this world, in the name of the Holy Trinity, Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer. Amen. 
Recessional Hymn: Will you come and follow me


           Kelvingrove
See page 19.
Dismissal
Celebrant:
Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia, Alleluia!

People:

Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia!
Postlude: Variations on Kelvingrove



         Thomas Valentine
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adapted from Franz Schubert's Deutsche Messe (‘German Mass’) by Michael Monroe, 2025




Announcements

The flowers today are given to the glory of God and by the Children’s Ministry team in celebration of Rev. Molly’s one year anniversary of being ordained as a priest.
Youth choir will rehearse immediately after service today. 
Upcoming Children and Youth Ministry: 

· Sunday, February 1: Scout Sunday / No Children’s Ministry or youth groups.
· Youth choir will be singing in the service.
Support Cookies for a Cause on February 1st. St. Paul’s Girl Scouts will be taking orders for Girl Scout cookies at coffee hour on February 1st. You can send cookies to local food banks, the VA, or other local organizations by designating your order to “Cookies for a Cause.” You can also buy your own sweet treats! Prepayment of cash (preferred) or Venmo appreciated. Questions? Contact Jenn Cunningham (jenn.cunningham@gmail.com) or Katie Boudreau (ktboudy5@yahoo.com) 
The book group is underway for Tattoos on the Heart, the incredible work of Fr. Greg Boyle, a prophet in our times, Jesuit priest, and the founder of Homeboy Industries in Los Angeles. We will meet again on Tuesday, January 27 from 7-8 pm. The group will continue through February 10. Join us! 
St. Paul’s Women’s Group will hold a retreat day on Saturday, February 28 from 9:30 am to 2:30 pm at Bethany House (181 Appleton Street, Arlington). All women of the parish are warmly invited. Read more in the weekly email or contact Betsey Anderson. Sign up by February 18 at https://tinyurl.com/2026STPRetreat

[image: image9.png]


The 2026 Altar Flower Calendar (January to June) is available for sign up at https://tinyurl.com/AltarFlowers26 Remember that you are more than welcome to share a Sunday! Please contact Stacy with any questions.  
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Words: Charles Wesley (1707-1788)

Music: Ratisbon, melody from Geystliche gesangk Buchleyn, 1524; adapt. att. William Henry Havergal
(1793-1870); harm. William Henry Havergal (1793-1870), alt. 77.77. 77
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Words: Latin; tr. Joyce MacDonald Glover (b. 1923)

Music: Ubi caritas, plainsong, Mode 6 12. 12. 12. 12 with Refrain



Please remember in Your Prayers
	AnnMarie 

Aya

Barbara

Bradford C.

Rev. Bruce Freeman

Carol Lazott 

Carol Hokana
	Cathy Presti

Curt 

Donna

Howard Dreyfus

Jackie 

Jan Svendsen
	Jeffrey

Julie

Ken Economou

Leila

Lenora

Marie

 
	Nick 

Norm S. 

Rhett Weeks

Susan Glennon

Ted Parson

TJR

Wendy Ciaccia


The prayers will be reset for the First Sunday of Lent, February 22. 
Please contact the office before then with any updates.

Worship Ministers at St. Paul’s Today
	Lector:
	Alice Clark

	Psalm:
	Jessica Uhing-Luedde

	LEM:
	Betsey Anderson 

	Crucifer:
	Evan Luedde

	Gospel Bearer:
	Lydia Johnson

	Torchbearers:
	Owen Schmidt & Leo Giordano

	Ushers:
	Paul Ciaccia & Bruce Seymourian

	Greeter:
	Ross Capobianco

	Videographer:
	Graham Schmidt

	Altar Guild: 
	Bella Mathews

	Coffee Hour
	Wood Family 


Welcome
A warm welcome to visitors and people new to the area who are worshipping with us today. St. Paul’s is an open and inviting church community. Please fill out a visitor card and give it to an usher or place it in the offering plate. If you have questions about St. Paul’s, please talk to Rev. Jeanne, Rev. Molly, or one of the greeters. Please join us for refreshments following the service. 
NOTE: St. Paul’s live streams many of our worship services. By entering the sanctuary, you may appear on the live stream.
Tel: 781-275-8262 

Web Site: www.stpaulsbedford.org  
E-mail address: info@stpaulsbedford.org 



Please join us for the


Annual Meeting and Potluck


Immediately after today’s service.





Printed agendas will be available.


�






Daylight Savings Time Ends Sunday, November 7th !


Don’t forget to turn your clocks back one 


hour on Saturday night! 
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