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The Good Shepherd:  The Wolf and the Hired Hand

 ‘This is the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.

The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because they know his voice. They will not follow a stranger, but they will run from him because they do not know the voice of strangers.’

 ‘This is the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs away—and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. The hired hand runs away because a hired hand does not care for the sheep. This is the good shepherd. He knows his own and his own know him. He has other sheep that do not belong to this fold. He must bring them also, and they will listen to his voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd.
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